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. Local

fi'- Palos ‘Hills may escape’ (:1tat10n

Sy JIMDUFFY | .
Staff Reporter . . oo

PALOS HILLS — State environ
. mental officials have decided

G e

.« of state law after an investigation
" into the ongoing development of .
. Stony Creek Park, .reportg State
" Rep. John 0’Connell.

A

clty » 0'Connell said.

Friday said he was unaware of any

TR T e ST TR

- pext week.
The city bought the park land, a-.
former dump site southwest of Rob—
... . erts Road and 108th Street, 11 years
*: v, ago with a matching grant from the .
. state Department of Conservation.-
) . Development of the 19-acre site fi-
o : nally began two years ago. i
+ Officials expressed hope the’ park'

ke

_“The EPA has vindicated the .
An EPA spokesperson contacted .

s final decislon in the case and ex- -
pected official notice of a decision.

. will open to the pullic pext sum- -

o = 1

lllegally after the city assumed )

- ownership.

' mer. Plans call for the completed .

’ development to include softball
. fields, soccer fields, i jogging path
* and a nature walk. .

<~ The EPA Investigation began ap-
*. proximately six weeks ago, when

;. candidate Charles ‘“Chic’’ Hansen

“called several state agencles and

i requested. an examlnatlon of the ..

slte oo

- At lssue ‘is whether the clty

W "should have obtained permits to
39,9 work on the land and whether ma- :

Y

‘I former mayoral and aldermanic:

_ against citing the city for violations .

[

“They’re trylng to’ sandbag it’

now,” Hansen said Friday, ‘‘and it
isn't going to work. They’re wrong,
and somebody somewhere along the
line is going to come out here and
"show these people for what they
are.”

Hansen vowed to continue his ef-*
. forts to -halt development of the
- park, either through other agencles
or by legal avenues.

He sald no one knows what was "

dumped on the land and expressed
concern that some of the material-
“might be dangerous. He termed
“0’Connell’s entry in the case “pollt-
ical buffoonery.” .

The representative, 'in turn, re-
ferred to Hansen as a “rabble-rous- -

er” and said he asked to be notified -

of the EPA decision after watching

a television newscast that implied a -
citation against the city was immi-

nent.

O'Connell praised the cltys de--"_.
velopment of the park as a much-:-

needed improvement, especlally

tus as an aging landfill,
*It’s ironic,” he said. “Slnce l’ve

been in the state Legislature, Palos &
-Hills has won awards every year. df
-Most of those awards revolve‘
- around the Park Department. It. qfr

“I'm happy that what we said all
along is true,” said Ald. Sharon
Rush, 2nd, the council ljaison to the
Park Department. ‘‘We’re not out
to hurt anyone; we just want to
make improvements.”

Mayor Gerald Bennett sa\d he’
- plans to demand apologles 'from
some of the figures involved in the
investigation. He also dismissed
Hansen’s intentions as political,
charge Hansen returned in kind.

In tracing the history of the pro—
ject, Public Works Director George
Lutz said the city lacked funds to
finance work required to cover over
the dump site.

" Lutz said he convinced the city ot
chkory Hills to dump into Stony
Creek Park dirt and concrete re-
moved during construction of a de-
tention pond.

Later, Lutz said he convinced’

. construction crews building a new

courthouse along 103rd Street to
- dispose of their dirt and concrete
on the park site. He sald some 8s-

- phalt also was dumped on the site.
when compared with | P
2 an b th its former sta 4. “We've got most of that park

; done now, and it hasn’t cost the
- ¢ity a thing,” Lutz said. “Now that

ssudden is there a problem?” - .

probably would have :cost several “"ment of the park remains unre-'

hundred thousand dollars . to do. solved. A condition of the state t

* what the_ city has managed to do:’

- grant used to buy the park land sti-

its being cleaned up, why all of ,department.”

Rep c]a1ms EPA W111 vindicate city in development probe

within five years of the purchase.

Department of Conservation
spokesman Bruce Hunter said the
city has been given 30 days to ex-
plain why the project took nine
years to start. City officials indlcat-
ed explanations would focus on fi-
nances.

Hunter said future department -
action would depend on the EPA's
decision In the case. A citation, he
sald, would make a demand for a
refund of the $60000 grant more
likely.

Asked why it took the state agen- :

cy six years to discover that the .

_ city project was running late, Hunt- -
« er sald the department was severly
;mderstafted until some recent hir-
ngs

Finally, O’Connell expressed gon-
cern that controversy over the park
would hurt the city's chances at a
,grant to help finance construction .
ot a proposed nine-acre golf course
on 45 acres located on another for-
mer landfill near 105th Street and
. 13rd Avenue. ,

“The city has been vlndicated "
‘he sald, “and cerfainly [ hope thls
:doesn’t have a chilling effect on
- any other, grnnts pending before the

Iy

; Hansen, on the ‘other hand, said .:
Another Issue related to develop-. ‘he remains convinced the 0“)’ H

failed to develop the land properly. ;
“We're not trying to make this a’
! witchhunt or anything, but thev're -

PR
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Views radically split on park site ‘landfill"

By Ren Rehteldt

Sioney Creek Park West and the cRy of
Pulos Hills are being Investigated by
several state agencies for what In the
words of Cliffred Gould of the 1llinols
Exwirorenenial Protection Agency (EPA)
“appesrs (o be m titegal Landilll ~

The investigations result from com.

plaints flled By Palos Hills resident and
reputed gadfly Charida “Chic™ Hansen.

Other stale sgencles besides the
EPA be has llled complaints with in-
clude the Division of Water Resources,
the lllinols Depariment of Conservation
s the Atlorney Gemaral ¢ office {A let-
ter trom Hamsen is printed inloday s Re-
porier on page 4 )

He alw has enlisted the ald of WGN
Charnel § television and the Betten
Government Associstion.

The BGA has gone 30 far as to send out
apress release on the thorny lasws which
states. in parl, “An {ilegal dumnpsite
operated by Lhe Village of Polos Hilts
iU om land purchased with the betp ol 0
slate matching grant earmarked for a
viliage park. the Better Governmem
Associstion and WGN-TV revealed last
iﬂ Sy 19, 1980y,

~'Roth the vlllqomm‘lh
state of Jllinois are wliimstely respons-
Pie for this mem, sald J. Terrence
Brunner, executive director of the BGA.
“Palos Hills officials are acting llke they
are sbove the law. Ji's sbewrd that &
governmental body wowld run 8 dump-
site on park land an an ilegal ome &t

Meanwhile the EPA sdmils (hat at
this time the only actions i has Laken o
to condect two field inv cotigations of the
aite and to send 3 letter ashing the city
some questions.

“We bave penl a letier (0 the city ask-
Ing therm (o explain lo us what they did,
why they did it and what they sre going Lo

Ovorpe Luts of the Public Works Depart-
ment and city attormey Malthew Walsh
orw preparing (be letter Lo be sent Lo Lhe
EPA by tormorrow

“We are trying to build 8 park. As far
8 the agency is concerned, we doat ses
any problem with our compliance. 1t's no
big deal. If they want us Lo take ewl o per-

mit, then that s what well have to do,”
sald Rennett.

He underscored. bowever, (hat as far
80 he was concerned, the (ill that has
been placed on Lhe park aite s “clean il
Three fourths of the (i} comes from the
Wickory Hitls retention pond (construe-
tion site}

"There's really nothing balng ‘dump-
ed’ there,” saserted Sth District Alder-
man Hasriel Patras. In whoee ward the
Stoney Creek Park development lles
“There's nothing tozic in there,” she
insicted.

Regarding varfous materials on the

learned that the Department of Conser-
valion had received a complaint about
Stoney Creek Park.

After the WGN “expose,” OConnel)
g9t In touch with the EPA. To Rim R
looked ike & “hatchet job.*

1 called to tind out what wes going
on,” OConneti explained. “Have they
been clted, 1 asked ‘No,’ the enforce-
ment officer (of the EPA) snswered. |
calied the mayor and told bm Lhere's not
going to be any citation -

“Somebody is making much ado about
nothing,” OConnell sisted. “I've been
out lhere [ donY see how they can Inter.

- pret that area ss being & landtill or &

»p.

Bl Murphy, chis{ sdminlsirator of
e city's park department, ls proud that
e has been able to obiain clean Nl for
the park oite. He relierates that his job is
totry to get a park developed on the slte.
"'e‘n In mptm-dpmmll nto

M\u‘phy !oldllk Repox.:. cat he fell
he park department was fortunale to ob-
\aln clean i) trom the coastruction sites
of the Hickory Hills retention pond and
of the Sk District Clrewit Court
duliding

Murphy siso points out that he needs
more park spece for. for szample, 36
adult sofibell leag. 1 has o
atcommodaie

Siate Representative Joha 0 Connel)
e aiso given his wupport to Mayor Ben-
et In Ws conflicts aver the Stoney
Croek Park site.

"1 first got involved alter & meeting
with Mayor Bennett and Sharon Rush
and Darlens Meler (Palos Hills sider-
mam)to look over the goll course site and
10 help the cily get the park » department
of conservation grani.”

Inquiring sbout bow the grant pro-
cedare was going, Rep. 0 Comnell was
told, “Fime ... excepd.”

R wat then Ut Rep. OConnell

OConnell emphasited that & prin-
clpal concern be Bas is that the con-
troversy could jeapardize the goll
project. “This may have a chiiling ef-
fect,” he noted.

To the best of OConnell's knowledge,
the 11 betng pet on the park slte is clean
NN from the Hickory 11its and Clrcult
Court projects :

He -upports Mayor Bennett s conten-
ton that some of the materials dumped
along the south side of 1he park site s not
the city's responsibillly. dut that of the
Army Corps of Engineers.

0TConnell sald that ke mel with Bill
Murphy and s represeniative of the
Depl of Conservation st the Stomey
Creek Park sits. While there they Lalhed
with an equipment operstor who said be
had been =-wking st the site for two
yeort s vod “There haa never
been a problen.” i

i

“Our mala remcern Is that the land
was puichased in the Iste 705 to be
developed Intc a park, but there's not a
park there yet,” commented a member
of the stafl of the state department of
conservation. “What we want to know is
wiry basn It been developed yet? When
will H be developed? We would ke a pre-
fliminary schedule, § reasonsble sched-
ule,” sald Uye spokesman.

Honl.ohdluldma-hruh
knew, the fiil being weed on the part site
was clean “wntil it has been proved
otherwise.”

Mesnwhile citizes Hansen pecsists in
mahing serious allegations sboul the ac-
tlons of the city regarding the park site,
and gets substantial support from EPA
Nield investigator Gino Bruni,

In Ns first report to the EPA dated
June 10, 1907, Bruni lists 16 violations he
observed during bis Inspection.

Told by he agency's enforcement
decision group that more evidence was
needed Lo subatantlate his gbservations,
Brunl relursed last week to Stomey

Crerk Park 10 take more pictures and .

mabe further observations

 Vioiationa Bruni observed after his
{irst inspection ranged from opersting 8
1andhil without a permit, the existence
of uncovered refuse remasining ffom
“any previous opersting day. piles of
refvse,” Inadequate depth of daily cover,
inadequate shelter or sanitary facilities
or emergency communications for em-
ployees and “Jnadequate coni:: i of ae-
cess (o the site by lack of fence or other
restriction™ 1o "inadequate provision for
concealing sanitary landfill operations
from public view, deposition of refuse in
an wnpermitisd portion of the fandfill,

lnh‘ o ssbmit reports rcqulrd.
failwre to have finencisl sssurance
docemants™ and “tallure to §1¢ a closure

Ugations, Brunl observed thal new
materisls bad boan dumped on the site,
Inciuding “concrete, asphall, 1bearm,
scrap melal, and drums, sore of them
contalaing black material, either s8-
phalt or tar *

. .lhllewdllllhul(y-nllldy
L~ ive ot least three cilations far
v. - ns. "1didat heve enough pholes
fros: ihe first inspection.” Brunl stated.
*1 think now we have enough photos.

"R gowh frofn bad te worse,” com-
mented Hansent “ThA city is running en
Hlegat dump. Mnlﬂrﬂl&
darda abowt (hese things but thecity hes
refused bistantly 10 adhere fothose stan-
dards. Ther¢h so supervision. They
blatantly el people dump malerials that
arent supposed (0 go in there.”

A mayor, aldermen, siste represents-
tive, park administrator and equl
mddnyll--lnllmm-

AH hag Is his own percep
hwdlmdﬂlmm
the pa:! . - .nd the reports of sl EPA
feld i~ N -

What du « .y know?
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